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July 1, 2026
NIPPON THOMPSON CO., LTD.

NIPPON THOMPSON CO., LTD. Launches
“R&D Center America” and “R&D Center Europe”

NIPPON THOMPSON CO., LTD. (the “Company”) hereby announces that, in order to further strengthen
technological development and its ability to respond quickly to customers in the U.S. and markets European,
it has established and commenced operations of “R&D Center America” within its U.S. sales subsidiary, IKO
INTERNATIONAL, INC. in California, U.S.A., and “R&D Center Europe” within its European sales
subsidiary, NIPPON THOMPSON EUROPE B.V. in Diisseldorf, Germany.

1. Purpose and Background

As the basic policies of the “IKO Medium-Term Business Plan 2026,” which covers the period from
fiscal 2024 to fiscal 2026, the Group has set forth “focused enhancement in areas of strength” and
“rebuilding the global business structure” and has been promoting “strengthening of technical support”
and “planning and realization of overseas R&D” as key measures.

As part of these initiatives, in August 2025, the Company established “R&D Center China” within its
sales subsidiary, IKO-Thompson (Shanghai) Ltd. to strengthen its response to the Chinese market, thereby
developing a framework to promote product development and customization to the Chinese market.

The Company has established “R&D Center America” and “R&D Center Europe” in order to promote
market exploration and the formulation of development concepts that accurately capture trends in the local
markets of the United States and Europe.

“R&D Center America” and “R&D Center Europe” aim to respond quickly to the diverse needs of
customers through technical marketing tailored to the characteristics of local markets. Through support for
initial concept development and improvement based on requests from local customers, as well as analysis
and organization of market trends from a specialized perspective, the centers will promote the development
of competitive products in close and efficient collaboration with the Product Development Center at the
head office.

Based on its corporate philosophy of "The Company contributes to society through technology
development" the Group aims to provide optimal solutions to customers and develop products that meet
the needs of local markets around the world. Through the establishment of “R&D Center America” and
“R&D Center Europe,” the Group will promote further value creation and continue working to meet the

expectations of customers in the United States and Europe, which are important markets.

2. Opening Date

July 1, 2026



